


What is the character’s role in the

Character lence?
Questions




Important Point

» You will never be asked
to provide a basic
character sketch of
lago or any other
character.

» The examiner assumes
you have learned your
notes on each
character. Now they
want to see how you
can use that
Informartion.

—
=



s He is a complex character, so
T questions on him are likely to focus
on that.

You might be asked if he is an
interesting villain and why you think
this.

Questions
on lago

‘ You might be asked if you believe he
is responsible for Othello’s downfall.

= You might be asked what drives him

2% to behave the way he does.




What is

iEcioouUT

lago that
fascinates use

» Although lagois a
heinous villain and
brings about the

downfal

the deat

of Othello and
h of the

INnnocen]

and pure

Desdemona, he is

nonethe
compelli

less a
gleNelgle

fascinafting character.

» He raises more questions
than he answers.



» In Act One Scene One, lago says
he is deeply resentful about having
been passed over for promotion in
favour of Cassio who ‘never set a

“Motiveless sgquadron in the field, / Nor the

/\/\Cﬂigﬂdncy” division of a baftle knows’.

We might accept this and
understand - if not condone -
lago’s desire 1o follow Othello ‘to
serve my turn upon him’.







» The Infriguing thing is that lago does

not seem to have a genuine reason
to hate Othello, certainly not one
that could prompt him to go o such
engths fo destroy his life.

» |1 Is almost frightening to think that a
man could be willing to ruin so many
people’s lives tor no real reason.




s misogyny partly
responsible for lago’s
actionse

»|lago seems to hate
women and speaks
disparagingly to and
about them.

» Why does he repeatedly
orevent Othello from

spending an uninterrupted
night with Desdemona?




Amusing

-

Despite the

We side with horror of his
him against actions, lago is

Roderigo and most
laugh with him. entertaining in

his dealing with
Roderigo.

Does he
manipulate us,
the audience,
just as much as

he does the
characters in
the play?




Honest lago




Compelling and fascinating

lago possesses a He has a great We are by turns
great abllity to understanding of appalled and
manipulate others human nature but enthralled by his
and turn sifuations uses this to cause actions, but it is

to his advantage. pain and suffering. Impossible to ignore

his twisted genius.




